137.   ADVICE TO AKALIS*
[March 9, 192 f]2
1.      In my opinion, in order to bring the whole of the Akali move-
ment to a successful issue, it is absolutely necessary that their mini-
mum should be unmistakably stated.   This alone can evoke uni-
versal approval and sympathy, provided that the minimum is just
and reasonable in  the sense that it appeals to the reason of a
common-sense, godfearing man.   It will not, therefore, do to say
that a particular claim is a religious claim.   All religious claims
must necessarily appeal to reason.
In a movement of non-violence, the minimum is also the
maximum, just as the minimum is not capable of reduction even
though the difficulties may be insurmountable, similarly under
favourable weather, there can be no addition to the minimum.
This follows from the fact that non-violence includes truth
and truth admits of no expedients,
2.      It is, therefore, necessary for the S.G.P.C. to state the impli-
cations of the Gurdwara  movement, i.e., which gurdwaras are
claimed by the Akalis to be historical or otherwise falling within
the movement and without which an Akali, to be true to his faith,
may not rest.   Second, what are the implications with reference to
the present Akhand Path affair in the Gangsar Gurdwara.3
Third, what is the movement in connection with the forced
abdication or deposition of the Maharaja of Nabha.
3.      In my opinion, with reference to the gurdwaras, the mode of
procedure should be, in the case of disputed possession, (i) through
private impartial arbitration without reference to or intervention of
the present courts of law; (ii) where the opposite party refuses to
submit to reason or arbitration, by satyagraha, i.e., non-violent
mode of asserting S.G.P.C.'s right  to possession*   In order that
the method is  and remains strictly non-violent throughout, it is
1 An Akali deputation, headed by Sardar Mangal Singh, held week-long
discussions with Gandhiji at Poona. Gandhiji recorded these views himself.
2 The source carried,  at the end, a paragraph which forms a part of
the following item   bearing this date.   It appears that both the items arc of
the same date.
3 Recitation from the Granth Saheb  had  been   going on   at  Gangsar
Gurdwara near Jaiton since October 1923.   Every day a batch of 25 Sikhs
was sent to the Gurdwara for the reading of Granth Saheb and was promptly
arrested.